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In crisis, we reveal who we are

A co-production with Black Theatre Workshop

Feb 27 - Mar 10 / 2024
PTE.mb.ca



WELCOME TO THE SHOW
Diggers began as a Prairie Theatre Exchange 

and Black Theatre Workshop co-commission. 

The prompt that we gave to Donna-Michelle St. 

Bernard (DM) was to think about the climate 

crisis. It was then that we realized Diggers 

had begun long before we reached out to this 

extraordinary playwright.

For years, DM has been working on a project 

titled the 54ology. Her goal is to write a play set 

in/inspired by each of the countries in Africa. 

There was an image she had discovered of grave diggers in Sierra Leone, and she knew 

that this picture would be the basis for a new play. To our delight (PTE and BTW), our 

invitation to accept a commission was the catalyst for the writing to begin. 

Now, four years later, we are witnessing the world premiere production. A play created 

across three provinces, and throughout a pandemic and eventual reopening of life 

and society. A play set during an Ebola epidemic, mirroring many of experiences and 

questions that arose from the COVID-19 pandemic. Included in these questions was 

and is, "What value do we place on the lives of essential workers?"

What we find so brilliant and often astonishing is that DM has written this play full 

of life. It is often challenging and sad, but wonderfully it is also replete with hope, 

resilience, community, laughter and music. It is a critique in many ways, but it is also 

a celebration of life. A celebration of lives. The play champions essential workers, and 

the journey we are all on in learning how to move together, communally, through crisis.

As Diggers invites us to see, the way forward is together in community.

With love,  

Thomas Morgan Jones 

Artistic Director

Lisa Li 

Managing Director
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PRAIRIE THEATRE EXCHANGE IS PROUD TO PRESENT

 RUNTIME: 90 MINUTES, NO INTERMISSION

Donna-Michelle St. Bernard is a member of Playwrights Guild of Canada.

Diggers is produced by arrangement with Kensington Literary Representation, 34 St. 
Andrew Street, Toronto, ON, M5T 1K6, kensingtonlit@rogers.com.

A co-production with Black Theatre Workshop

Featuring:

JAHLANI GILBERT-KNORREN  
CHANCE JONES 

CHRISTIAN PAUL 
WARONA SETSHWAELO 

  
PULGA MUCHOCHOMA 

LYDIE DUBUISSON  
COURTNEY MOSES  

GEORGES MICHAEL FANFAN  
TIM RODRIGUES  

ELENA STOODLEY 
SHOPDOGS 

ELYSE QUESNEL 
PAIGE LEWIS 

Bai 

Abdul 

Solomon 

Sheila 

 

Director 

Associate Director 

Set Designer  

Costume Designer  

Lighting Designer 

Sound Designer 
Production Manager &  Technical Direction 
Stage Manager 
Assistant Stage Manager 
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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

First of all, I would like to welcome you to this moment of witnessing this amazing play 

written by Donna-Michelle St. Bernard.

Diggers is about self-questioning our position in society during times of struggle. 

When disaster strikes, we are faced with both sorrow and the chance to determine 

where our hope lies. This play also incites us to deepen our understanding of what 

support really means and how we provide that assistance.

I am very privileged to have had the opportunity to create this work in collaboration 

with so many talented artists. Black Theatre Workshop and Prairie Theatre Exchange 

have created a safe space for us to continue searching for ways to reflect on issues 

that are, most of the time, ignored or just spoken of less. This creation was a very 

collaborative process. I therefore would love to give a shout out to everyone who 

supported and continues to support this work.

Donna-Michelle takes us to that place of ongoing query, while thrusting us forward, 

towards understanding. I hope we can sit down and enjoy the show but also, once the 

show is over, ask ourselves what part of this play educated us the most and where 

should we go from here.

Yeboo 

Pulga Muchochoma

Each season, we prioritize making space for Indigenous stories. This  
is our answer to the calls of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  
To make space, to support, and to be led by Indigenous collaborators.

This is our way of honouring Treaty 1 Land, the traditional territory of 
the Anishinaabeg, Cree, Dakota and Red River Métis nations and the 
home of many other Indigenous nations and Peoples.  

All of us at PTE are committed to reconciliation, and to moving 
forward, together, in a good way. 

You are welcome here in this space on Treaty 1 Land. Thank you for 
supporting Indigenous voices, and for supporting the live performing 
arts in Winnipeg. 
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PLAYWRIGHT'S NOTES

I remember being a child, watching my mother stay up late over lesson plans, taking 

professional development weekends, locking herself in the basement at year-end to 

finish report cards. I remember her bundling up in warm clothes to walk the picket line, 

and the disdain people had for these teachers who “had it so easy and always wanted 

more.” The narrative persists that a teacher’s day is short, their summers wide open, 

that they have it all and cannot be satisfied. I always knew that they didn’t have it easy 

because they had to deal with me, and I was a menace. I learned very early what it 

meant to be taken for granted.

Sierra Leone (“Lion Mountains”) is located on the West Coast of Africa, open to the 

sea via the natural harbour in the capital city, Freetown. It is a nation rich in culture 

and minerals, home to 18 indigenous peoples admixed with Portuguese settlers and 

formerly enslaved freedmen from England, Jamaica, and Nova Scotia.

In Sierra Leone, as elsewhere, gravediggers’ work persists through pandemic, through 

seasonal flooding, Ebola outbreak and the casualties of political upheaval. Like all 

essential workers, they don’t do it because they are made for it, or because it is easy, 

but because it needs to be done and they are willing. Most of us will eventually require 

their labour. We must be willing to look at their lives.

Co-commissioned by BTW and PTE, Diggers is a part of the 54ology, a project in 

which a new performance work is inspired by a story from each of Africa’s 54 nation 

states. These stories originate in Africa, but they come to life here, on Turtle Island 

by the collective effort of many minds. I’m inspired by the work of my collaborators, 

who breathed life into this text. I am grateful that you’ve come. I hope that this story 

speaks to you, here, now.

Donna-Michelle St. Bernard

Diggers was commissioned in 2021 by Prairie Theatre Exchange and Black Theatre Workshop and 

workshopped with NAC, BTW & PTE in 2022, with dramaturgy from Yvette Nolan and Thomas 

Morgan Jones. 

Thanks for contributions to development from Cherissa Richards, Charlie Petch, Tawiah Ben 

M’Carthy, Kobèna Aquaa-Harrison, Quincy Armorer, Damien Broomes, Virgilia Griffith, Roy 

Lewis, Warona Setshwaelo, Jahlani Gilbert-Knorren, Christian Paul, Pulga Muchochoma, Lydie 

Dubuisson, Erick Oryema, Marie Benjamin and Bailey’s Funeral Home.
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MEET THE ARTISTS

Jahlani Gilbert-Knorren (he/him) 
Bai

From 17 years dedication to football, to a random theatre class 
taught by an inspiring professor, to graduating from Concordia 
University with a Major in Theatre, Jahlani’s path is just getting 
started in the arts. Suggested for his first role by local theatre 
director/professor, Liz Valdez, Jahlani landed his first role in Tableau 
D'Hôte Theatre’s Blackout, co-directed by Tamara Brown and 

Mathieu Perron and choreographed by Rodney Diverlus. Jahlani is excited to return to the stage 
after a two-year hiatus during the pandemic.

Chance Jones (he/him) 
Abdul

Chance Jones is a John Abbott Professional Theatre Alumni. He 
signed with DaVinci Talent after graduating. Quickly booked various 
roles walk on speaking roles on television series and movies such 
as: Transplant, Wong and Winchester, The Bold Type, Best Sellers. 
Became the Voice for Dr.Pepper commercials, featured in various 
Commercials: Ruffles, Moslen, Lotto 6/49. Despite all the multi-

media exposure, theatre is where Chance began his acting journey. Working with Black Theatre 
Workshop has always been a goal of his, and for this to be his first professional theatre debut is 
a dream come true.

Christian Paul (he/him) 
Solomon

Christian Paul has been performing in Theatre, TV and Film for 
over 25 years. He is excited to be back at BTW for Diggers. His last 
theatre credits include She Said/He said and The Meeting where he 
played Dr. Martin Luther King. You can catch him on a French TV 
series called Avant Le Crash. He is currently finishing his short film 
Maljo to be released in 2024.
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by Tara Beagan
Théâtre Cercle Molière & ARTICLE 11

A co-production with

Missing voices & lost stories  
find their way to the light

March 8 - 23 / 2024

2023/2024PTE.mb.ca

https://www.pte.mb.ca/performances/rise-red-river
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MEET THE ARTISTS
Warona Setshwaelo (she/her)   
Sheila

Warona Setshwaelo is a Tio.tia:ke (Montreal) based artist, with 
Tswana and Zulu roots. She moved to North America 16 years ago 
to pursue her career. Thus far she has been fortunate enough to 
have worked in TV; shows such as The Disappearance, 19-2 and 
Quantico. Some of her film credits include Death Wish, On the 
Basis of Sex and White House Down, and video games: Assassin’s 

Creed Origins, Valhalla and Tom Clancy’s Ghost Recon to name a few. Her first love, the 
stage, still featured prominently in her life and she has formed healthy relationships with 
theatre companies across Canada, such as Imago, Centaur, Segal Centre, Teesri Duniya, 
RMTC, The Belfry, Tarragon, Repercussion and Scapegoat Carnivale. Warona is a mother and 
activist and is so excited to finally work with Donna-Michelle St. Bernard, a Canadian icon.

Donna-Michelle St. Bernard (she/her)   
Playwright

Donna-Michelle St. Bernard aka Belladonna the Blest is an emcee, 
playwright and agitator. Her main body of work, the 54ology, 
includes: The First Stone, Cake, Sound of the Beast, A Man A Fish, 
Dark Love, Roominhouse, Salome’s Clothes, Gas Girls, Give It Up, 
The Smell of Horses, and Diggers. Commissioned works include: 
Reaching For Starlight (Geordie Theatre), Say the Words (Wrecking 

Ball), The House You Build (GTNT). Opera libretti include: Forbidden (Afarin Mansouri/
Tapestry Opera) and Oubliette and Nucleosynthesis (Ivan Barbotin/Tapestry Opera). DM has 
collaborated on the creation of The Only Good Indian with Jivesh Parasram and Tom Arthur 
Davis, Hope Is a Story with Sunny Drake, They Say He Fell with Nir Bareket and 501: Toronto 
in Transit with Justin Manyfingers and Bob Naismith. She is co-editor with Yvette Nolan 
of the Playwrights Canada Press anthologies Refractions: Solo and Refractions: Scenes, as 
well as editor of Indian Act: Residential School Plays. DM is currently the associate artist at 
lemonTree Creations, and artistic director of New Harlem Productions.
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MEET THE ARTISTS

Pulga Muchochoma (he/him) 
Director

Pulga Muchochoma was born in Mozambique. His dance career and 
training began in Quelimane with Montes Namuli Dance Company. 
In 2006, he came to Toronto with the company for the International 
AIDS Conference. With Montes Namuli/Shakespeare Link Canada, he 
performed in several shows in venues in Toronto and Mozambique. 
When Montes Namuli returned to Mozambique, Muchochoma stayed 

in Toronto to study at the School of Toronto Dance Theatre. In 2009, he joined the company 
Toronto Dance Theatre where he danced for 11 seasons under the leadership of Christopher 
House. With TDT, Pulga worked with many local and international artists, and he also participated 
in the 2015 Opening ceremony of the Toronto Pan Am Games, with Cirque du Soleil and NBS. He’s 
also the creator and the founder of Pulga Dance since 2015.

Lydie Dubuisson (she/her) 
Associate Director

Lydie Dubuisson is a stage director, playwright, curator and dramaturg 
from Tiohtià:ke/ Montreal. Her work examines intersectionality, 
dystopian reality, collective memory and multilingual creative 
processes. Over the years, she has directed projects with Just for 
Laughs, Collectif Potomitan, Imago Theatre and Teesri Duniya Theatre.  
Dubuisson wrote Quiet/Silence and Sanctuary/Sanctuaire, and co-

wrote Blackout: The Concordia Computer Riot, which is published by Playwrights Canada Press. 
She is currently writing a new play commissioned by Théâtre Tableau d’Hôte. Lydie Dubuisson 
had her Stratford Festival debut in 2023, as a script consultant. Dubuisson was the first artistic 
associate at Black Theatre Workshop (2020-23).  She is a curator with the Arrival Legacy Project. 
She graduated with distinctions from Concordia University's Theatre Program.



9

MEET THE ARTISTS
Courtney Moses Orbin (she/her)  
Set Design 

I am a set designer specializing in themes of societal decay and 
most recently reimagining traditional theatre works told from 
the perspective of characters of color. I am a cis-gender Black 
woman of American heritage. I started my career as a costume 
design assistant for music videos and continued learning as an 
art department assistant on both film and television. I am an 

industry professional with dual degrees in both Film Production (Brooklyn College) and 
most recently, Scenography (Concordia University). A native of Brooklyn, New York, now 
residing in Montréal, I worked for companies such as CBS, HGTV, and Paramount. I enjoy 
designing for theatre because of its collaborative nature and intimate symbiotic relationship 
with community and my peers. My journey led me to finding a family with Black Theatre 
Workshop and look forward to continuing that important relationship as the set designer 
for Black Theatre Workshop's 2022 AMP Ensemble, which premiered at the NAC in June of 
2022. My pursuit in design is to offer an alternative to the European-saturated constructs 
by elevating the Black gaze. Collaboration, sustainability, and generative cultural reference 
are integral to my creative process. I relish the chance to support stories with a new and 
innovative visual representation. It is my core belief that we must continue to do the vital 
work of utilizing the arts as substantial catalysts for change.

Georges Michael Fanfan (he/him) 
Costume Design

Georges Michael Fanfan is a costume designer and stylist of 
Haitian descent based in Montréal. His fascination for garments 
led him to study fashion at Cégep Marie Victorin and later at 
L’École supérieure de mode (UQAM) where he created his last 
collection under the guidance of respected Montréal fashion 
innovator Ying Gao. Fanfan’s passion for storytelling and sharing 

compelling tales has steered him to use dress as a vehicle to encompass messages, thus 
pushing him to refine his skills in sewing, alteration, mood boards, and styling. As a costume 
designer, Georges Michael hopes to produce clothing that transcends the stage and the 
screen to connect the audience with the characters from a visual standpoint. His credits 
include Providencia directed by Marie Farsi and written by Mariana Tayler; Dixon Road 
directed by Ray Hogg and written by Fatuma Adara (The Musical Stage Company & Obsidian 
Theatre Company); Cette Maison & Au Crépuscule films directed by Miryam Charles; 
Holiday Inn for the Shaw Festival as a junior sewer; Fanm Rebel (Centaur Theatre 2020). 
Fanfan aspires to build dazzling wardrobes for the stage and the cinema, and to further the 
representation of people of color by developing attire that depicts their stories.

MEET THE ARTISTS



The Forks is rich with the history of those 
who came here to gather. It is Winnipeg’s 
number one meeting place where, no 
matter the season, you can visit and find 
plenty to do, see, taste and experience: 
200+ events, a vibrant food hall, 
heritage attractions, open greenspaces, 
a children’s museum, skateboard park, 
boutique hotel, theatre, local shops, 
skating trails and much, much more.

Six thousand years  
ago this was a great  
place to meet.  
Centuries later, it still is.

#MeetMeAtTheForks 
theforks.com

Witness this gripping  
reimagination of the night  
before Dr. Martin Luther  

King Jr.’s assassination.

M O U N TA I N T O P
T H E

By Katori Hall 
Original Direction by Audrey Dwyer 
Directed by Hazel Venzon

Feb 14 
 
Mar 9

K I N G

“They hate so easily,  
and we love too much.”
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MEET THE ARTISTS

Tim Rodrigues (he/him) 
Lighting Design

A former dancer/choreographer turned lighting designer, Tim 
Rodrigues has worked with an array of companies on creation-based 
projects and international tours. Notable lighting designs include: 
Serving Elizabeth (Theatre Aquarius); English (Soulpepper / Segal 
Centre); Paint Me This House Of Love (Tarragon Theatre); The 
River (Magnus Theatre); Marjorie Prime (Segal Centre); How Black 

Mothers Say I Love You (Black Theatre Workshop); From The Stars In The Sky, To The Fish In The 
Sea (Geordie Theatre). Tim is a four-time META nominee for Outstanding Lighting Design. In 
addition to his designs, he proudly serves on the Board of Directors for Mainline Theatre and 
Parts+Labour Danse.

Elena Stoodley (she/her) 
Sound Design

Elena Stoodley is a singer, author, songwriter and sound designer 
half of the time, the remaining being spent in community organizing. 
Born in Tio'tia:ke, Montreal, she often blends her passion for social 
justice and black liberation with her art practices. She studied 
Creative Writing and Electroacoustic music and performed her 
music internationally, including in Cameroon and in the Republic of 

Congo. She sometimes gives workshops or consults on topics of anti-oppressive work practices 
and intersectional inclusion. Her most recent sound design work was shown in the plays The 
Mountaintop, the Rootless tree, Manman LaMer, and Black Out (nominated for oustanding sound 
design for the META’s - Montreal English Theatre Awards). Her most recent work was sound 
design for Pipeline by Black Theatre Workshop and M'appelle Mohamed Ali by La Sentinelle and 
L’amoure looks something like you by Eric Noël. She is currently working on the annual recap 
Chécké2023 and sound design for a documentary. In addition to Diggers, for Black Theatre 
Workshop, she recently did the sound design for S’enjailler by Stephie Mazunya.

Shopdogs 
Production Manager & Technical Direction

Shopdogs Inc. provides professional solutions for film, live events, 
and theatre. They have proudly served designers, art directors, and 
technical teams in the Montréal community since 2019. For more 
information check out their website at shopdogsmtl.com!
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PTE.mb.ca

the year of 
Magical Thinking

by Joan Didion

A TOP 100 BOOK OF THE 21st CENTURY 
  – The Guardian

MEDIA SPONSOR April 9–21, 2024

https://www.pte.mb.ca/performances/the-year-of-magical-thinking
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Elyse Quesnel (she/her)  
Stage Manager

Elyse (She/Her) is a Montreal-based stage manager. Selected 
stage management credits include: The Sound Inside, Between 
Riverside and Crazy, Category E and Orphans (Coal Mine Theatre); 
Cymbeline (Repercussion Theatre); Meet Me (LATP/Teesri Duniya 
Theatre), Extra / Beautiful / U, Omi Mouna (Infinitheatre), The 
Covenant (Theatre Ouest End), The Blonde, The Brunette and 
the Vengeful Redhead (Hudson Village/Lac Brome), Twelfth Night, 

As You Like It, Taming of the Shew, The Three Musketeers and Anthony and Cleopatra 
(St-Lawrence Shakespeare Festival), 8 Ways My Mother is Conceived and In Search of Mrs 
Pirandello (Marybeth Productions) and Scotian Journey (Black Theatre Workshop). Selected 
assistant stage management credits include: At the Beginning of Time and Playing with Fire 
(Centaur Theatre), April Fools, Indecent and Top Girls (Segal Centre for Performing Arts) and 
The Snow Queen (Theatre New Brunswick).  She has also worked as a technical co-ordinate 
for Just For Laughs. She is thrilled to be working with Black Theatre Workshop again on 
Diggers with this incredible team. 

Paige Lewis (she/her) 
Assistant Stage Manager

Paige has worked in dance and theatre for over fifteen years. She 
has collaborated and toured with Royal MTC, Canada’s Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet, Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers, The Canada 
Dance Festival, Q Dance, NAfro Dance Productions, Gearshifting 
Performance Works, Sick and Twisted Theatre, Winnipeg Comedy 
Festival and the School of Contemporary Dancers. Highlights 

include; Toward Light: A Tribute to Rachel Browne, Billy Elliot: The Musical, By Grand Central 
Station (a Heavy Bell Production) and the Canadian Premiere of Angelin Preljocaj’s Snow 
White with the RWB.

MEET THE ARTISTS
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PTE ADMINISTRATION:

Christopher Douglas 
Interim Administration  
& Box Office Manager

Deborah Gay-de Vries 
Front-of-House &  
COVID Compliance Manager

Alison Holiday
Box Office Representative

Carman Johnston 
Director of Development  
& External Relations

Thomas Morgan Jones 
Artistic Director

Cherry Karpyshin 
General Manager Emeritus

Christine Kennedy 
Accountant

Lizabeth Kogan (on leave) 
Administration & Box Office Manager

Lisa Li 
Managing Director

Matthew Paris-Irvine,  
Administrative Coordinator

Denby Perez  
Box Office Representative

Haanita Seval 
Director of Marketing

Madeline Sweetland 
Manager of Social Media  
& Digital Engagement

Bennette Villones 
Box Office Representative

PRODUCTION STAFF:

Wayne Buss! 
Production Manager

Elana Honcharuk * 
Props Master

Brenda McLean * 
Head of Wardrobe

Cari Simpson * 
Head of Lights & Sound

Steven Vande Vyvere * 
Head Carpenter

Lovissa Wiens 
Production Assistant
 

PRODUCTION CREW:

Installation and lighting crew

Ntara Curry * 

Evan King *

Tia Morran *

Robbie Playter *

Josh Ranville *

Joshua Taillefer *

*  operates under a contract with  

IATSE Local 63.

 

 

PTE/MAP PLAYWRIGHTS UNIT

Anika Dowsett
Matthew Paris-Irvine
 

Samantha Machado
Rayna Masterton
Scout Rexe 

Andraea Sartison
Ben Townsley

In Partnership with Manitoba Association of Playwrights

MEET THE PTE TEAM
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EXECUTIVE MEMBERS:

Melissa McAlister 
President

Ryan Palmer 
Vice-President

Ryan Segal 
Treasurer

Jeff Palamar 
Secretary

Jenny Wright 
Member-at-large 

DIRECTORS:

Shyamala Dakshinamurti

Sowmya Dakshinamurti

Pamela Hardman

Sarah Luby

Allana Schmidt 

Stirling Walkes

TRUSTEES:

Christa Walkden – Chair
Larry Frostiak
Maria Grande
Jane Helbrecht
Melissa McAlister
Ruth Simkin

PTE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The PTE Foundation Trust was 
established in 1987 to provide ongoing 
financial support to Prairie Theatre 
Exchange. The interest from the 
endowed funds is used each year to 
support new play development, as  
well as theatre education and  
outreach programs.

To donate an endowed gift to the 
foundation trust, and support the 
future of PTE, call Carman at  
204-925-5263.

Prairie Theatre Exchange gratefully 

acknowledges the ongoing and generous 

support of:

Prairie Theatre Exchange is a not-for-profit 
theatre and an active member of the 
Professional Association of Canadian 
Theatres (PACT), and engages, under the 
terms of the Canadian Theatre Agreement, 
professional artists who are members  
of the Canadian Actors’ Equity Association. 

Prairie Theatre Exchange  
is a proud member of:
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PRODUCTION SPONSORS

PAYROLL SERVICES PROVIDED BY

EDUCATIONAL RESIDENCE  
SPONSOR

OFFICIAL  
DESIGNER

PTE PLAYWRIGHTS  
UNITS

SUPPORT OF  
DIVERSITY INITIATIVES

SEASON SPONSOR

ARTIST SUPPORT 
INITIATIVES

PARKING  
SPONSOR

COMPANY IN  
RESIDENCE SPONSOR

WINE TASTING  
SPONSOR

EXCLUSIVE PRINT  
MEDIA SPONSOR

RADIO MEDIA SPONSOR

OFFICIAL  
PRINTER

SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

ACCESSIBILITY 
INITIATIVES
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Corporate Supporters
Apollo Flooring
Christianson Wealth Advisors
Gendis Inc. 
Kenaston Wine Market
Mid-West Packaging Limited
Payworks
Pollinate Inc.
Rose Coffee and Wine
RBC Foundation
Royal Canadian Properties Ltd.
Seven Oaks Janitorial Services
SMS Engineering Ltd.
Terracon Developments
The Winehouse
True North Real Estate   
 Development
WestJet Miracle Miles 
Winnipeg Theatre Awards

In Memoriam &  
Celebratory Gifts

In memory of Jocelyn Brigden 
 Jennifer Brigden

A son's tribute to Berdie & Irvin 
Cohen 
 Anonymous

In memory of Charles Huband, 
O.M. 
 Bea & Lawrie Cherniack 
 Joyce Dalmyn & Joe Masi 
 Kathleen Gough & Tim Wildman 
 Debbie Grenier & Darin Brecht 
 Carman Johnston 
 Thomas Morgan Jones 
 Lisa Li 
 Claudette Novak & Tom Anniko 
 Payworks 
 Haanita Seval 
 Kevin & Gladys Stewart

In memory of Charles Huband, 
O.M. & Mickey Huband 
 Cherry Karpyshin

In memory of Larry Kraitberg 
 Joan Kraitberg 

In memory of Matthew Lagacé 
 Claude, Suzanne  
 & Bernadette Lagacé

In memory of Claire Moses 
 Jane Moses

 
Friends of Prairie Theatre 
Exchange was created to honour 
individual donors to PTE, whose 
ongoing support is vital to 
the health and vitality of this 
organization.

Angel Level — $1,000 +
Robert & Ina Abra Family Fund -
 The Winnipeg Foundation
The Asper Foundation
The Gail Asper Family Foundation
Ms. Helen F. Bowen
Cathie & Brian Bowerman
Marilyn & Jim Burt
Mr. David Christianson
Gary Craven
Joyce Dalmyn & Joe Masi
Isaac Ben Diamond
Kevin & Pam Friesen
Barb & Brent Gamey
Susan J. Glass & Arni Thorsteinson
Kathy Gough & Tim Wildman 
Carla & Mike Gray
The Late Charles Huband, O.M.
Cameron & Sally Inglis
Colin Jackson & Arlente Strom
Ms. Cherry Karpyshin
Susan & Keith Knox 
Ms. Zoë Kogan
Bill Loewen
MacDonald/CaGeorge Fund –
 The Winnipeg Foundation
Ms. Melissa McAlister
John & Carolynne McLure Fund –
 The Winnipeg Foundation

Mrs. Leigh Murphy
Jeff Palamar & Angela McBride 
Dr. Leena Patel 
Ryan Palmer & Erin Wolfe 
Brian & June Sprott 
Ronald & Monica Storozuk
Pierre Plourde & Krista Waring
Sonya & Scott Wright
Anonymous Gifts (4)

Leader Level — $500-$999
David & Cynthia Angus
Ms. Pat Bovey
Agnes & John K. Collins
Gary Craven 
Dr. Sowmya Dakshinamurti
Roberta Dyck
Ms. Miika Ebbrell
Miss Sylvia Flam
Dennis & Jean Giguere
Kayla Gordon & Art Maister
Debbie Grenier & Darin Brecht
Darrell Hancock & Joyce Bateman
Claire & Gerald Jewers
Thomas Morgan Jones 
   & Josie Marasco
Lisa Li
Robert Metcalfe & Miriam Smith
Rev. Teresa Moysey 
   & Rev. Bruce Faurschou
Mrs. Angela Mueller
Cam & Carole Osler
David & Lynn Pate
K. Heather Power & Harold Klause
Ernest & Lorraine Reinfort 
William & Claudia Senkiw
Haanita Seval
Dr. Ruth Simkin
Stirling & Lisa Walkes
Ms. Jenny Wright 
Sandra Zinchuk
Anonymous Gifts (2)

Partner Level — $375-$499
Michael & Barbara Bayer
Art & Donna Chow
Susan Goldie & Kingsley Bowles

ONGOING SUPPORT
AS OF FEBRUARY 14, 2024
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The Family of Marym & Izzy Peltz – 
 The Jewish Foundation of  
 Manitoba
Tena & Levi Reimer
Ray & Fenella Temmerman 
Gwen Watson Memorial Fund -  
 The Winnipeg Foundation

Benefactor — $225-$374
Cassie Allen
Ms. Stephanie Ballard
Brenda Batzel 
Kris & Ruth Breckman
Lawrie & Bea Cherniack
Brian Everton
Marjorie & Kenneth Grower
Lenore & John Hodge 
Patricia Hunter & Zaz Bajon
Mrs. Jean Hyrich 
Meg Illman-White
Carman Johnston
Mr. Allen McInnis
Mr. Jim Mair
Mr. Rick Pinchin
Dr. Bill Pope 
 & Dr. Elizabeth Tippett-Pope
Bill & Carol Potter
Debra Radi
Judith Reichert
Irka Semaniuk
Ms. Michelle Smith
Teresa Sosa & Robert Burns
Peter & Geri Spencer
Ruby Tekauz
Karen Tjaden & Rob McClement
Donald Whitmore
Mr. Armin Wiebe
Mr. Steven Yurkiw
Anonymous gifts (3) 

Patron Level — $125-$224
Earl & Cheryl Barish 
David & Pamela Bolton
Rick Borchert 
Ms. Carol R. Budnick
Trish Cooper
Ms. Lynn Craton
Barbara & Brian Crow
Shyamala Dakshinamurti

Werner & Judy Danchura 
Lois De Gurse
Peter Engbrecht
Gayle Fischer
Holly & Bruce Gammon
Helga & Jeff Grose
Ms. Karen H. Guenther
Loretta & Stewart Hanslip
Don Hardy
Ms. Linda Hiebert
Darlene Hnatyshyn
Donna Jenkyns
Lenore & John Hodge
Mrs. Beverley Kawchuk
Lorna Khan
Robin Kogan
Sonia Kowalewich
Claude, Suzie 
 & Bernadette Lagacé
Kathy & Saul Leibl
John & Roberta Lewis
Chris & Lori Luby
Ms. Sarah V. Luby
Ms. Linda J. Matheson
John & Naomi McLeod
Mrs. Anna Mieth
Mr. Brad Nance
Jean & Lisa Neron
Barbara Nicolson
Terence G. Panych 
 & Donna Blakeman Welch
Ms. Sonjia Pasiechnik
Brian Perchaluk
Manfred Proch
Bill & Pat Reid 
Daryl & Sheila Reid
Bruce Roe & Margo Lane
David A. Rosner
Allisa Schmidt 
Ryan Segal
Muriel Smith 
Joan Stephens
Frits & Joan Stevens
Tom & Shirley Strutt
Ruby Tekauz
James & Louise Townsend
Robert Urano 
Mrs. Judith Valenzuela
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Wardrop

Melanie Whyte & Paul Gehrs
Ms. Leslie Wilson
Dennis & Gustine Wilson
Ken & Pat Zealand
Anonymous gifts (6) 

Supporter Level — $85-$124
Ian & Carolyn Backus
Anne Bolton
Dr. & Mrs. Thor Choptiany
David & Diana Cornish
Ms. Ashleigh Czyrnyi 
Jo-Ann Cumming
Robert & Alison Darling
Paul De Gurse 
Bryan Dudek
Mrs. Cheryl Durnin
Corinne Eisenbraun
Beverley Emes-MacKlin 
 & Diane Emes
Mrs. Edna Erickson
Carrie Ferguson
Ms. D. E. Frederickson
Ms. Moni Fricke 
Leslie Hancock
Ms. Ava Gruener
Ms. Linda A. Harlos
John & Beth Helliar 
Judy A. Heppelle
Bryan & Sandra Hill
Richard & Karen Howell
Krista Jackson
Barb Janes & Bev Peters 
J. H. Kaminsky
Mrs. Ursula Kelemen 
Christine Kennedy & Michael Sharpe 
Jeanette Kiamco-Perez
Lizabeth Kogan
Lorraine Kraichy
Joan Kraitberg
Emery & Vlasta Lajtai
Dale Martin Lakevold
Ken & Faye Lawson 
Lynn Crocker Loat
Ms. Tracey R. Loewen
Pat & Brian MacDonald 
Ruth Magnuson
Dr. Shelley Mahoney
Barbara Main 

ONGOING SUPPORT
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Malaya Marcelino 
Joanne & Robert McDowall
Katherine McLennan
Linda Meckling 
Bob & Penny Miller
Lynette Miller 
Jane Moses
Valerie Nielsen
Claudette Novak & Tom Anniko
Mark & Rita O’Rourke
Linda Olson 
Chris Pearce
Jo-Anne & Harvey Peltz
Denby Perez
Eric Plamondon
Kelsey Purves
Eleanor Raich
Joff Schmidt & Mary Agnes Welch
Mr. & Mrs. Dan E. Rosin
Mrs. Janet Elizabeth Scarth
Jon M. Seguire
Lynn & Bill Shead
Louise Sloane
Val Snyder
Fred & Britta Spiring
Loretta Seinbart 
Karen Stach
Chuck & Karen Surgeoner
Mr. Eugene Szach
Neil Taylor
Allie Turnock
Ms. Elaine Walker
Teresa & Les Wiens
Jill Wilson
Kevin & Anita Wolfe 
Julia Zacharias
Anonymous gifts (4) 

Associate Level — $60-$84
Mrs. Kim Armitt 
Ms. Pat Atkinson
Ms. Sharon Bajer
Peggy Barker
Monica Bernard
Ms. Tanys Bjornson
Mrs. Geri Breddam-Taylor
Jackie & Steve Broda-Milian
Mrs. Kathleen Buckoski
Mr. George Buri

Ms. Kerri Chase
Ms. Jillian Chemerika
Mr. Larry Chornoboy
Mr. Douglas Coburn 
Brenda & Edward Cotton
Miss Laurel Cumming 
T. Dercola
Fred & Christine Eldridge
Mrs. Christine Freeman
Ghislaine Giroux 
 & Ken Decruyenaere
Ms. Colleen Hailley
Doug & Sylvia Hannah
Ms. Diane Henkel
Mrs. Odette Heyn 
Shirley & Michael Hill
Mrs. Carol Hodges
Ms. Beverley Holmes
Mr. Robert Hornford
Ian & Carol Hughes
Ms. Nadia Iancu
Ms. Elizabeth Jeffrey 
Mr. Henrii Joling
Kris Kamenz
Mr. Paul Kesson
Allison Koots
Carolyn J. Langtry
Bob Ludwick
Mrs. Barb Markham
Ms. Catherine McKay 
Mr. & Dr. Ian & Marlene McKay
Ms/ Georgette Nairn
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Perrin 
Martina Carmen Piehl
Ms. Cathy Phillipson
Susanna Portnoy 
 & John Bluethner 
Beth Proven
Ms. Charmayne Rietze
Ms. Kelley Ritchie
Ms. Candace Rudy
Ms. Linda Shum
Mrs. Caitlin Spencer
Karen Stach
Mrs. Gina Sunderland
Colleen Sveinson Geary
Dr. James Tam
Mrs. Danielle Tetrault
Ms. Marjorie K. Turton

Carol & Hugo Unrah 
Allan & Mavis Whicker
Trina White
Anonymous gifts (5) 

Member Level — $30-$59
Karin Archibald & Marcel Carignan
Mr. Steve Ash-Hamon
Ms. Cindy Bass
Mr. Peter Baumstark
Mrs. Marilyn Adele Begg
Ms. Diane Bewell
Margaret Brook
Ms. Jane Burpee
L. K. Butler
Ms. Anita Cauldwell
Mr. Mike Chapin
Ms. Catherine Clement
David & Kathleen Connor 
Roger & Cathy Coss
Bob & Anna Coulter
Ms. Eveline Cruise
Ms. Jo-Ann Cumming 
Alison Darling
Ms. Lynn K. Davidson-Young
Irene de Graaf 
Milly & Dave Dyck 
Thomas HJ Donnelly
Mrs. Lois Edwards
Ms. Carolyne Epp-Fransen
Ms. Naomi Gerrard
Ms. Bonnie Greschuk
Mrs. Elizabeth Higgins
Ann Hodges
Valerie Holden-Rushworth
Ms. Joan Hook
Ms. Katie Inverarity
Mr. Lars Jansson
Dolores Jardine
Paul & Joelle Johnson
Wayne & Donalda Johnson 
Ardith Johnston
Ms. Joanne Johnston
Pam & James Johnston
Ms. Doreen Kerr
Fred Kisil & Dixie Mitchell 
Lindsey Koepke
Ms. Cathy A. Kozak
Ms. Holly Kraft

ONGOING SUPPORT
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Ms. Anne M. La Tour
Ms. Michelle Lagassé
Marion Lewis
A. Paige Lewis 
Kevin Longfield
Ms. Sharon R. Love
Allison MacHutchon
Ms. Florida Martel
Ms. Suzie Martin
Mrs. Margret Morrison
Carter Trim & Brenda Myall
Ms. Melissa Novecosky
Ms. Lorraine Elizabeth O’Leary
Andrea PaciMs. Claire Pankiw
Elizabeth Pate & Ross Kilfoyle 
Denise F. Penley
Arlette Penner
Mrs. Debra Peppler 
Mr. Allen Hart Pitch
M. Plett-Lyle
Mrs. Catherine Robers
Mrs. Roslyn Roberts
Ms. Betty Rogers
Carol Runions
Mr. Robert Sales
Karn Sandy
Janet Scarth
Laurel Schellenberg
Walt Schoenhausen
Claudia Schmidt
Ms. Ruth Shead

Miss Nicole Shimonek
Terry & Sharon Silcox
Harry A. Skene
Ms. Inga Skundberg
Robert & Margaret Smith 
Cathy Sokolowski 
Wilma A. Sotas
Mr. Robert W. Stalker
Ms. Eleanor Steeg
Kevin & Gladys Stewart
Chris & Linda Sunde
Mrs. Sheila L. Tarte 
Veronica Ternopolski 
Grace Tokle
Donna & Wayne Tremblay
Mr. Chris Trimble
Mrs. Roberta Tuner 
Amy Unger
Mrs. Yvonne A. Viklund
Gloria & Doug Waldron 
Christa Walkden 
Dr. Lori Wallace
Ms. Alissa Watson
Ms. Emma Welham
Ms. Stephanie Wiens
Mrs. Antoinette Wildman
Ms. Susan P. Wiste
G. Wood 
Ms. Kim Zeglinski
Anonymous gifts (8) 

Donor Level — up to $29
Peter Buehler 
Ms. Briar Boyko
Rod Chongva
Jan Currie
Robert & Gail Derby 
Jo Dixon 
Ron & Denise George 
A.J. Gorospe 
Sue A. Haralson
Ms. Sharon Harman
Mrs. Arlene Hintsa
Brett Howden
Sheila Jonasson 
Susan Knight
Mr. Siegfried Laser 
Susan Loewen
Evan & Dustin Maydaniuk
Pamela A. McKechnie 
Cairn A. Moore
Mr. Sean Richens 
Dolores Rintoul
Ms. Heather Russell-Smith
Ms. Elspeth Sangster
Mr. Colin Simm
Louise Smith
Murray W. Vint
Ms. Leslie Watson
Ms. Susan Wellman
Joyce Zink
Anonymous gifts (7) 

ONGOING SUPPORT

WITH  PTE 
$500 in gift cards

T
IC

K
ET

S 
$1

0

SCAN HERE FOR TICKETS

T
IC

K
ET

S $10

Draw date: 2pm 
on May 19, 2024.
Available in lobby 
and online. 
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$125

WEDNESDAY 

6/12/24
7PM

ORDER TODAY                                 CALL 204-942-5483

https://www.pte.mb.ca/beyond-the-stage/events/pte-pairings


W E ’ R E  M A K I N G  
E X O T I C  TA S T E S  

E A S Y  TO  F I N D .

GRANT PARK LIQUOR MART

 

1120 GRANT AVENUE

Distinctions brings together some of the 
world’s most exclusive wines and spirits. 
Whether you’re a connoisseur or simply 
curious, you’ll appreciate the care that 
goes into our hand-picked collection. 
Explore our rare selection and take home 
something priceless today.


